
This report was compiled and authored  by  

Kimberly Virdure  

Soul Centered Genealogist 

Knowing Soul LLC 

www.kimberlyvirdure.com 

Last Updated: March 2020 

Anna and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Anna B. Unk Died before 1854?

Lewis Born abt. 

1823
Anna

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Nancy America McDavid 

as of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Alabama, Madison County, Probate 

Records; Author: Alabama. Probate 

Court (Madison County); Probate 

Place: Madison, Alabama

Eliza
Born abt. 

1840
Anna

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Elijah’s twin. 

Alabama, Madison County, Probate 

Records; Author: Alabama. Probate 

Court (Madison County); Probate 

Place: Madison, Alabama

Elijah 

(aka Lija 

and Little 

Elijah)

Born abt. 

1840
Anna

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Eliza’s twin. 

Received by Lunsford McDavid (on 

behalf of Wilson Steele McDavid  ) 

from the estate of James L McDavid 

on December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Clay
Born abt. 

1842
Anna

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid (on 

behalf of Wilson Steele McDavid  ) 

from the estate of James L McDavid 

on December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Easter and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Easter  

(aka 

Ester)

Born abt. 

1828

Nancy James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid) December 29, 

1854

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(husband of Brancy McDavid) from the 

estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Sam
Born abt. 

1845
Easter Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Felix
Born abt. 

1848
Easter Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid as of December 

29, 1854

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(husband of Brancy McDavid) from the 

estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in1854).

Irabel 1852 Easter

Hannah and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Hannah
Born abt. 

1818

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by Lunsford McDavid from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

Jim
Born abt. 

1840
Hannah

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Nancy America McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid, 

guardian (on behalf of Nancy America 

McDavid ) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Crockett
Born abt. 

1846
Hannah

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854)

Received by Lunsford McDavid from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854). 

Marcella
Born abt. 

1848
Hannah

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by Lunsford McDavid from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

Victoria
Born abt. 

1850
Hannah

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by Lunsford McDavid from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

Alenzo
Born abt. 

1851
Hannah

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by Lunsford McDavid from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

Dickson 1853 Hannah
Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by Lunsford McDavid from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

Nancy and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Nancy 

(aka Nanny 

or Nanna)

Born abt. 

1795
Unk.

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid) December 29, 

1854

Received by Gabriel Shelton 

Davie (husband of Brancy 

McDavid) from the estate of 

James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate 

account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Creesy 

(aka Cresa) 

Born abt. 

1828
Nancy

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid - 

guardian of Wilson

Received by Lunsford McDavid  

(guardian of Wilson Steele 

McDavid) from the estate of 

James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate 

account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Easter  

(aka Ester)

Born abt. 

1828

Nancy James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid) December 29, 

1854

Received by Gabriel Shelton 

Davie (husband of Brancy 

McDavid) from the estate of 

James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate 

account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Maria 

(aka 

Mariah)

Born abt. 

1831
Nancy

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

December 29, 1854

Wilson Steele McDavid 

Maria was purchased at 

an auction of James L. 

McDavid Jr.’s estate with 

her children, Cornelia 

and Tillman, on March 8, 

1856. The total price for 

the 3 of them: $1999

Received by James L. McDavid Jr. 

from the estate of James McDavid 

Sr. on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s 

estate).

Kit
Born abt. 

1836
Nancy

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

William Conner and 

Martha Jane (McDavid) 

Conner as of January 15, 

1855

Received by William Conner and 

Martha Jane (McDavid) Conner 

from the estate of James L 

McDavid on January 15, 1855 (as 

recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s 

estate).

Lydia 

(aka Lida)

Born abt. 

1838

Nancy James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid
James L. McDavid Jr. (1854)

William Conner 

Purchased at an auction 

of James L. McDavid Jr.’s 

estate on March 8, 1856  

for $1,435

Received by James L. McDavid Jr. 

from the estate of James McDavid 

Sr. on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s 

estate).

Gilbert
Born abt. 

1843
Nancy

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

December 29, 1854

Gabriel Shelton Davie  

Purchased at an auction 

of James L. McDavid Jr.’s 

estate on March 8, 1856  

for $799

Received by James L. McDavid Jr. 

from the estate of James McDavid 

Sr. on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s 

estate).

Unk.
D. before 

1853
Nancy

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Creesy and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Creesy 

(aka Cresa) 

Born abt. 

1828
Nanny

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian of Wilson Steele McDavid  ) 

from the estate of James L McDavid 

on December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Alabama
Born abt. 

1843
Creesy

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

John J. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by John J. McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

Laura 1853 Creesy
Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid (on 

behalf of Wilson Steele McDavid  ) 

from the estate of James L McDavid 

on December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate). 

Bida and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Bida 

(aka Biddy)
B. Unk

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

and Brancy Ann 

McDavid as of 1841

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

from the estate of James L McDavid in 

1841 (as recounted in the probate 

account records of James L McDavid’s 

estate on May 14, 1852).

William B. Unk Bida

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

and Brancy Ann 

McDavid as of 1841

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

from the estate of James L McDavid in 

1841 (as recounted in the probate 

account records of James L McDavid’s 

estate on May 14, 1852).

Catherine B. Unk Bida

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid)  1841

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

from the estate of James L McDavid in 

1841 (as recounted in the probate 

account records of James L McDavid’s 

estate on May 14, 1852).

Silla  

(Sylla)

B. Unk 

D. before 27 

Feb 1862

Bida

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid)  1841

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

from the estate of James L McDavid in 

1841 (as recounted in the probate 

account records of James L McDavid’s 

estate on May 14, 1852). 

Sylla is documented as “now dead” in 

G. S. Davie’s will dated February 27, 

1862.

Charity

B. Unk 

D. before 27 

Feb 1862

Bida 
James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

and Brancy Ann 

McDavid as of 1841

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

from the estate of James L McDavid in 

1841 (as recounted in the probate 

account records of James L McDavid’s 

estate on May 14, 1852). 

Charity is recorded as “now dead” in 

the will of G. S. Davie (1862 - Noxubee 

County, Mississippi

Mary and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Mary
Born abt. 

1830
Unk.

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Stephen P. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854 

James McDavid Jr. 

(guardian)

Received by James McDavid Jr., 

guardian (on behalf of Stephen P.  

McDavid ) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Harriet
Born abt. 

1848
Mary Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of December 29, 1854 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian of Wilson Steele McDavid) 

from the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Gabe
Born abt. 

1849
Mary Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Stephen P. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854 

James McDavid Jr. - 

guardian

Received by James McDavid Jr., 

guardian (on behalf of Stephen P.  

McDavid ) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate). Ancestry 

page 312

James B. 1853 Mary Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Stephen P. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854 

James McDavid Jr. - 

guardian

Received by James McDavid Jr., 

guardian (on behalf of Stephen P.  

McDavid ) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate). Ancestry 

page 312

Gale B. Unk Mary

Alfred B. Unk Mary?

Jane B. Unk Mary?

Maria and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Maria 

(aka 

Mariah)

Born abt. 

1831
Nancy

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

December 29, 1854

Wilson Steele McDavid 

Maria was purchased at an 

auction of James L. 

McDavid Jr.’s estate with 

her children, Cornelia and 

Tillman, on March 8, 

1856. The total price for 

the 3 of them: $1999

Received by James L. McDavid Jr. from 

the estate of James McDavid Sr. on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Cornelia  

(aka Nebo)

Born abt. 

1851
Maria

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

December 29, 1854

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of March 8, 1856

Received by James L. McDavid Jr. from 

the estate of James McDavid Sr. on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Tillman
Born abt.  

1853
Maria  

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

December 29, 1854

Wilson Steele McDavid as 

of March 8, 1856

Received by James L. McDavid Jr. from 

the estate of James McDavid Sr. on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate). 

Nancy 1858 Maria
Wilson Steele McDavid 

(speculative)

Speculative:  Enumerated with “Maria  

McDavitt” in 1870 Census (Noxubee 

County, Mississippi) 

Nancy is also Maria’s mother’s name. 

Possibly born while Maria was 

enslaved by W. S. McDavid

Josephine 1863 Maria
Wilson Steele McDavid  

(speculative)

Speculative:  Enumerated with "Maria 

McDavitt” in 1870 Census (Noxubee 

County, Mississippi) 

Possibly born while Maria was 

enslaved by W. S. McDavid

Susan and Her Child

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Susan
Born abt. 

1834
Unk.

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

John J. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by John J. McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

John
Born abt. 

1850
Susan Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

John J. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by John J. McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate in 1854).

Cela and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Cela

B. Unk 

D. Bef 

1854?

Died before 1854?

Margaret
Born abt. 

1835
Cela

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid) as of December 

29, 1854

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(husband of Brancy McDavid) from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L. 

McDavid’s estate).

Green
Born abt. 

1839
Cela

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

William Conner and 

Martha Jane (McDavid) 

Conner as of January 15, 

1855

Received by William Conner and 

Martha Jane (McDavid) Conner from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

January 15, 1855 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Evaline
Born abt. 

1843
Cela

Nancy (Clayton) 

McDavid

William Conner and 

Martha Jane (McDavid) 

Conner as of January 15, 

1855

Received by William Conner and 

Martha Jane (McDavid) Conner from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

January 15, 1855 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Viney and Her Children

Name Birth Mother Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Viney 

(Vina)

Born abt. 

1805
Unk.

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Nancy America McDavid 

(1854) 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid, 

guardian (on behalf of Nancy America 

McDavid ) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Allen
Born abt. 

1838
Viney

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Nancy America McDavid 

(1854) 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid, 

guardian (on behalf of Nancy America 

McDavid) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Abigale 

(aka Abby)

Born abt. 

1840
Viney

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Nancy America McDavid 

(1854) 

Lunsford McDavid 

(guardian)

Received by Lunsford McDavid, 

guardian (on behalf of Nancy America 

McDavid) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Andrew
Born abt. 

1843
Viney

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Stephen P. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854 

James McDavid Jr. - 

guardian

Received by James McDavid Jr., 

guardian (on behalf of Stephen P.  

McDavid) from the estate of James L 

McDavid on December 29, 1854 (as 

recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Tom
Born abt. 

1847
Viney Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

December 28, 1854

John J. McDavid 

Purchased at an auction of 

James L. McDavid Jr.’s 

estate on March 8, 1856  

for $650

Siney
Born abt. 

1851
Viney

Name 

unk. 

(Infant)

B. 1853 Viney

People With Presently Undiscovered Parentage 
(as of March 2020) 

Paternity of offspring weren’t documented in referenced estate files. I speculate that some of the men listed are fathers of aforementioned children and possibly partners of the 

women they were enslaved with. Further DNA analysis among descendants may shed some light. 

Name Birth Enslaved by 1 Enslaved by 2 Enslaved by 3 Notes

Henry
Born abt. 

1785

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Stephen P. McDavid (1854) 

James McDavid Jr. - guardian

Received by James McDavid Jr., guardian 

(on behalf of Stephen P.  McDavid) from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Brice
Born abt. 

1788

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

William Conner and Martha 

Jane (McDavid) Conner 

( January 15, 1855)

Received by William Conner and Martha 

Jane (McDavid) Conner from the estate 

of James L McDavid on January 15, 1855 

(as recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Hampton
Born abt. 

1788

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

John J. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by John J. McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s estate in 

1854).

Becky
Born abt. 

1793

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

William Conner and Martha 

Jane (McDavid) Conner on 

January 15, 1855

Received by William Conner and Martha 

Jane (McDavid) Conner from the estate 

of James L McDavid on January 15, 1855 

(as recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Myra
Born abt. 

1803

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

John J. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by John J. McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s estate in 

1854).

Nathan 

(aka Nat)

Born abt. 

1803

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 28, 1854

From the will of James McDavid Sr. 

(1842): Nancy inherited Nat for the 

duration of "his natural life" upon the 

death of her husband James. 

Received by Lunsford McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on December 

28, 1854 (as recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s estate in 

1854).

Daniel
Born abt. 

1808

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

December 28, 1854

George Darwin 

Daniel was purchased at an 

auction of James L. 

McDavid Jr.’s estate on 

March 8, 1856  for $500

Received by James L. McDavid Jr. from 

the estate of James McDavid Sr. on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Charles
Born abt. 

1815

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(widower of Brancy Ann 

McDavid) December 29, 1854

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie 

(husband of Brancy McDavid) from the 

estate of James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s estate).

Albert
Born abt. 

1818

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

John J. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by John J. McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s estate in 

1854).

Ted
Born abt. 

1825

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Lunsford McDavid as of 

December 28, 1854

Received by Lunsford McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s estate).

Walker
Born abt. 

1826

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Stephen P. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854 

James McDavid Jr. - guardian

Received by James McDavid Jr., guardian 

(on behalf of Stephen P.  McDavid ) from 

the estate of James L McDavid on 

December 29, 1854 (as recounted in  

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate).

Elijah
Born abt. 

1830

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

William Conner and Martha 

Jane (McDavid) Conner as of 

January 15, 1855

Received by William Conner and Martha 

Jane (McDavid) Conner from the estate 

of James L McDavid on January 15, 1855 

(as recounted in  probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate).

Jonathan 

(aka John)

Born abt. 

1836

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

January 1, 1852

Stephen P. McDavid  

Purchased at an auction of 

James L. McDavid Jr.’s estate 

on March 8, 1856  for $1,175

Received by James L McDavid Jr. as 

inheritance from James Sr.’s estate on 

January 1, 1852

George
Born abt. 

1838

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

James L. McDavid Jr. as of 

January 1, 1852

Received by James L McDavid Jr. as 

inheritance from James Sr.’s estate on 

January 1, 1852

Susan Ann
Born abt. 

1849

James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

John J. McDavid as of 

December 29, 1854

Received by John J. McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid on December 

29, 1854 (as recounted in  probate account 

records of James L McDavid’s estate in 

1854).

Rachel B. Unk

William B. Unk
James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie and 

Brancy Ann (McDavid) 

Davie in 1842

From the will of James McDavid Sr. 

(1842): William, "a boy" was given to Dr. 

Gabriel Davie (husband of Brancy Ann 

McDavid).

Martin B. Unk
James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie and 

Brancy Ann (McDavid) 

Davie

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid 

Returned from G. S. Davie 

in 1842 (per will of James 

McDavid Sr.)

From the will of James McDavid Sr. 

(1842): Martin was returned to the estate 

of James L McDavid in 1842.

Julius B. Unk
James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Lunsford McDavid in about 

1849  Valuation: $500

Received by Lunsford McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid in about 1849.  

Valuation: $500  (as recounted in the 

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate on May 14, 1852).

Bill B. Unk
James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Lunsford McDavid in about 

1849  Valuation: $500

Received by Lunsford McDavid from the 

estate of James L McDavid in about 1849.  

Valuation: $500  (as recounted in the 

probate account records of James L 

McDavid’s estate on May 14, 1852).

Minerva B. Unk
James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

Gabriel Shelton Davie and 

Brancy Ann (McDavid) 

Davie as of 1837

Gifted to Brancy Ann J. 

Davie in the will of her 

father Gabriel Shelton 

Davie

Received by Gabriel Shelton Davie from 

the estate of James L McDavid in 1837 (as 

recounted in the probate account records 

of James L McDavid’s estate on May 14, 

1852).

Amy B. Unk
James McDavid Sr. and 

Nancy (Clayton) McDavid

William Conner and Martha 

Jane (McDavid) Conner as of 

September 1, 1843  Valuation: 

$450

Received by William Conner from the 

estate of James L. McDavid Sr.  on 

September 1, 1843 Valuation: $450 (as 

recounted in probate account records of 

James L McDavid’s estate on January 4, 

1847).

People Enslaved by the Estate Of 

James L. McDavid Sr. and Nancy Clayton McDavid 

Documented Genealogies and Records of Ownership 

Sorted by Biological Family Groups 

1842 - 1862 

Geographical Areas 

Madison County, Alabama, USA 

 and 

 Noxubee County, Mississippi, USA

They were enslaved, but they weren’t slaves. 

This is a compilation of genealogical data extracted from wills and probate records from the estate of James L. McDavid Sr. (b. 1795 

in South Carolina - d. 1842 in Alabama).  The purpose of this report is to illuminate the humanity of the men, women and children 

enslaved by the heirs of McDavid’s estate. They weren’t slaves. They were human beings — sons, daughters, parents, friends, aunts, 

uncles and cousins who were enslaved.  

At least 3 generations of my direct ancestors are among the enslaved documented here. My hope is that this report helps illuminate 

many more familial branches of fellow descendants of these Souls. 

  

Organization of Data 

The tables that follow document the identities and genealogies of people enslaved by James, his wife (Nancy Clayton McDavid), their 

children, and grandchildren. The information is sorted to illustrate the division of family groups among McDavid heirs as they were 

shared, inherited, bought and sold between 1840 and 1862.  

The mothers of enslaved children were documented in McDavid estate records, but the fathers weren’t noted. This is the reason 

families are grouped by the biological matriarch. Many of the fathers and grandfathers are likely represented in the last table (entitled: 

People With Presently Undiscovered Parentage).  

Evidential Sources  

Detailed source citations are provided in the “notes” column in the tables that follow.  

• James L. McDavid Sr. and Nancy Clayton McDavid (“Alabama, Wills and Probate Records, 1753-1999 [database on-line]”, “Loose 

Records, McDavid, James-McDavid, James L”, ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/: accessed March 10, 2020), 

• James L. McDavid Jr. (“Alabama, Wills and Probate Records, 1753-1999 [database on-line]”, “Loose Records, McDavid, James-

McDavid, James L”, ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/: accessed March 10, 2020), Administration of James L. McDavid 

Jr.’s Estate – page 1089 of 1101), and 

• Gabriel Shelton Davie - husband of James and Nancy's daughter Brancie McDavid (“Mississippi, Wills and Probate Records, 

1780-1982 [database on-line].”, “Author: Noxubee County (Mississippi). Clerk of the Chancery Court; Probate Place: Noxubee, 

Mississippi”, ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/: accessed March 10, 2020, Gabriel S. Davie.) 
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